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Seventy-fifth Anniversary 


1878-1953 


I was glad when they said unto me 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
Psalm 122:1. 


Benton Lutheran Church 


Crooks, South Dakota 


Foreword 


N preparing this booklet, we have examined many anniversary 
books from other congregations. Any number of times we find 
remarks to the effect that the deadline was either upon them or 
past. Such is also the case with this booklet. Due to the generous 
co-operation of our good Book Concern in Rock Island, our day 
of grace has been extended. Thus you have this booklet into 
which many hours, days and months of work have been invested. 


We want to take this opportunity to express to all a very 
hearty “thank you” for your labors. We especially want to men- 
tion Miss Ida M. Johnson who did a great share in the prepa- 
ration of this booklet. 


Then we want to welcome. back our former pastors. What we 
see today, is largely the fruit of their faithful labors during the 
past years. We know that they will again leave a great blessing 
with us on this occasion as well. 


To all former members and friends, we bid a hearty welcome 
to our Seventy-fifth Anniversary observance. We hope that there 
will be mutual inspiration for us all. 


At a time like this, it is only natural that we look back over 
the years that have gone before. We recall the hardships under 
which the early settlers established their homes in this new coun- 
try. We think again of their anxiety for their spiritual welfare 
and that of their children. We raise our voices again in grati- 
tude for the sacrifices they made in order to establish the Church 
in our midst. To these pioneers and those who have continued 
the work down through the years we owe our deepest thanks. 
As we stand at this seventy-fifth milestone in our history, we 
can but say with Samuel of old, ‘Hitherto the Lord has helped 


” 


US. 


We must not, however, be content today to dwell on the past. 
This is a real danger. We have heard it said, “Hats off to the 
past, coats off to the future.” That is the spirit we look for among 
our people today. The Church has come to us as a blessing from 
God and a heritage from past generations. God blessed them, and 
they in turn became the blessing He wanted them to be to future 
generations. This same blessing is ours. Shall we not continue it 
faithfully for those who will come after us? If we do not share, 
if we are not a blessing to others around about us, we lose that 
blessing ourselves. 

May “He who began a good work” in us also “bring it to com- 
pletion at the day of Jesus Christ.” Thus those who will be here 
to observe the anniversaries God will give this congregation in 
the future years, shall be able to experience blessings which have 
been our privilege to continue and to hand on. God bless you all. 


Pastor. 


Sh eae 


st emma een i cane nomi Sal oan RE 


OUR CHURCH TODAY 
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were begun for a congregation. At first, since there were so few, 
it was thought wiser to join the Norwegian Nidaros congregation. 
This union really never materialized. Pastor Sando, a Norwegian 
pioneer pastor, did, however, baptize some of their children. 

The grasshoppers played havoc with nearly everything for the 
first few years. They destroyed the crops, and the prairie fires 
took their toll in the destruction of what was left. Homes were 
lost. Mr. Peter Byg, a Dane, in trying to save his home and 
family, was burned to death. He was the first person to be buried 
in the Benton cemetery. This was in April of 1880. 

Later, Augustana pastors came to preach the Word. P. J. Ek- 
man, a licensed pastor, later ordained, preached here. Pastor 
C. A. Hemborg held services and preached on a Good Friday. At 
first, services were held in the various homes. As the attendance 
grew, they began meeting in the District 48 school house, now 
known as the Peterson School. 

Mr. Nels Youngren was the first song leader (klockare). Since 
they had no musical instruments, he sang the old psalm tunes as 
he had learned them back in Sweden. 


The Congregation Is Organized 


On May 4, 1878, a meeting was held at the home of Mr. Samuel 
Johnson for the purpose of organizing a congregation. The meet- 
ing began at 10 o’clock in the morning with a service conducted 
by Pastor J. G. Lagerstrom of St. Peter, Minnesota. He preached 
on 1 John 1:5-7. From one of the charter members, Mrs. Nels 
Hanson, it was learned that one of the hymns sung was: 


uVarsaridutvar arndu 

Var skyndar du han 

O manniska som dvaljes in gruset, 

Trad fram for din Herre i ljuset 

Vi gommer du dig bakom lust gardens trad, 
Sa ljuder den himmelska résten.” 


At the meeting, Pastor Lagerstrom was elected as the chair- 
man and Mr. Lars Benson as secretary. 

The following signed their names as charter members of Ben- 
ton: 


Samuel Johnson and his wife Agneta 
Johannes Johnson and his wife Helena 
Ben Johnson and his wife Hannah 
Carl Johnson and his wife Christine 
Nels Anderson and his wife Olivia 
Magnus Johnson and his wife Bendikta 
Lars Benson and his wife Hannah 
Nels Hanson and his wife Anna 

Olaus Larson and his wife Petronella 
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Johan Peter Johnson 
Agneta Johnson 

Jens Peter Johnson 
August Johnson 
Peter Larson 

Agneta Anderson 
Nels Youngren 


The new congregation took the name, “The Swedish Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church.” 

Mrs. Lars Benson, who had left Sweden at the age of thirteen, 
was confirmed, and John L. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mag- 
nus Johnson, was baptized on that day. 

The children of the above charter members were twenty-three 
in number. They were: Jennie, Nellie, Charles and Joseph John- 
son; Jarda Johnson; Harry and Joseph Benson; Bena and Her 
bert Hanson; Philip and Hilda Larson; Ellen and John L..John- 
son; Hilma, Jarda and Alfred Anderson; Nels, August, Tilda, 
Charles and Delia Johnson; Alma Anderson and Alma Johnson. 
Nellie Johnson and Harry Benson were the first two born in the 
newly organized congregation. 


Johannes Randahl Called As Pastor 


In February 1879, a student from Rock Island, Johannes Ran- 
dahl, was called as pastor. He accepted and came to Benton the 
summer following his ordination in Chicago, June 1879. He was 
the real pioneer pastor and his field was unlimited. He served 
for eleven and one half years, with the exception of one year 
when his brother Andrew had charge of the work. His oldest 
son, Joseph, died while he was here and is buried in the Benton 
cemetery. 

The cemetery grounds were bought in May of 1879. They were 
purchased from Samuel Johnson at the cost of $4.50. In 1885 
the first church was built on this same property which then 
amounted to one and one half acres of land. 

For a number of years, Beaver Valley and Benton were both 
served by Pastor Randahl. In 1882 the Beaver Valley congrega- 
tion felt that they could support their own pastor. Benton then 
formed a new parish with the Sioux Falls group. This union con- 
tinued for almost forty years. 

In July 1883, the congregation was legally incorporated. Miss 
Randahl was called to teach the first parochial school in the old 
District 48 school house. This school had by this time become 
the place for all the congregations services. Mr. Samuel Johnson 
had bought an organ. His son C. K. Johnson learned to play, 
and thus became the first organist of the congregation. His 
brother, A. S. Johnson, helped by leading the singing. It was 
no easy task, for the organ had to be brought back and forth 
for every service. 
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a new church. The following were elected to serve as the build- 
ing committee: C. W. Johnson, J. E. Johnson, Elmer Johnson, 
J. E. Pearson, Joseph Benson, Pete Anderson and John C. Johnson. 

The task that faced them was great. They spent a great deal 
of time in planning. Visits were made to neighboring churches 
for ideas. Records show that the committee met no less than 
ninety times during the time that the church was under con- 
struction. 

Plans for the new church were made by Mr. Schwartz, a Sioux 
Falls architect. These plans called for a building seventy-two feet 
long, forty and fifty feet wide and sixteen feet high, to seat four 
hundred persons. 

While the church was under construction, services were held 
in the Crooks Hall and in the West Nidaros church. 

The new church was completed and dedicated January 27, 1915 
in connection with a District meeting. Dr. G. Rost, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Minnesota Conference, preached the dedicatory ser- 
mon. Pastor Lindsten was the only former pastor present. 


Hostage Held Prisoner in Church 


Our church has served the congregation in the usual capacity. 
It has the distinction, however, which probably no other church 
building has ever had. On August 17, 1922, four convicts escaped 
from the State Prison, taking the warden along to protect them- 
selves from the guards on the wall. Rain and mud prevented 
them from getting farther than the church. They hid themselves 
in the stables until dark. Since they no longer needed the warden 
for protection, they took him in and tied him to a chair in the 
altar of the church. They left a note in the first mailbox they 
came to, telling the whereabouts of the warden. They had not 
harmed the warden, and he was able to get his knife out and 
cut himself loose. He walked to the next farm place and there 
got help and returned to Sioux Falls. The convicts were later 
apprehended during a gun battle in which one was shot. The 
rest were brought back to serve a term of life-imprisonment. 

Jarda Johnson (Knutson), long-time organist of the congrega- 
tion, died and was buried during the time there was no church. 
Adolph Knutson was the first one to be buried from the new 
church. Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Johnson were the first couple to be 
married in the new church. Miss Edith Johnson was the last 
one to be baptized in the old church, and her sister, Helen, the 
first to be baptized in the new church. 

Pastot Cesander served both the Sioux Falls and Benton con- 
gregations. He also cared for several small mission fields within 
the District. At Benton he confirmed three classes consisting of 
47 members. He left here in the early summer of 1916. He visited 
Benton several times later. On March 11, 1941 he passed away 
in ot. Paul Minnesota, and was buried in the Benton cemetery. 
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by the Congregation’s Ladies’ Sewing Society in 1894.” It was 
rung for the first time on the eve of August 19, 1894, and for 
the first Sunday service at the confirmation service, August 19, 
1894. On October 9, 1913, the church was struck by lightning and 
burned. The old bell had finished its mission. The confirmation 
class of 1894 interested the Luther League in saving the bell. It 
was mounted on a concrete foundation back of the church, where 
it still stands, a silent reminder of former days. 


J. Franzen Becomes Pastor 


Pastor J. Franzen was called on November 27, 1894. He ac- 
cepted and began his work here some time in the winter of 1895. 
He served for five years. His health failed, and in 1900 he moved 
to Fargo, North Dakota. Here he later died after a lingering 
illness. 

While at Benton, he confirmed four classes, thirty-two mem- 
bers in all. His first class had a sad experience, one of the mem- 
bers passing away just a week before confirmation day, Pente- 
cost, May 24, 1896. 

On April 26, 1900, G. E. Lindsten, a seminarian at Rock Island, 
was called. He visited Benton on Good Friday. After his ordina- 
tion at Burlington, Iowa, June 7, 1900, he came to Sioux Falls 
and began his work in the parish. 

At a meeting of the congregation on July 9, 1903, it was de- 
cided to observe the Twenty-fifth anniversary of the Congrega- 
tion. Former Pastors Randahl, Ekeberg and Franzen were invited 
and came. It was the last time these three pastors visited to- 
gether in Benton. At the time of the observance on June 24, it is 
interesting to note that only three of the charter members had 
passed away. 

Pastor Lindsten resigned as pastor and left for Saronville, 
Nebraska, during the summer of 1906. During his stay here, he 
had confirmed three classes totaling forty-one members. He 
too buried one of his sons, the oldest, here in the Benton ceme- 
tery. : 

On June 16, 1906, the congregation called Pastor F. E. Sard 
of Lafayette, Minnesota. He accepted and was the first pastor 
to live in the newly built parsonage in Sioux Falls. He stayed 
about two and one half years, and confirmed one class of fif- 
teen members. 

Pastor C. E. Cesander was called on June 29, 1909. He ac- 
cepted and began his work in the fall of that year. 

In 1910 the church was remodelled and redecorated. A pipe 
organ was purchased and installed. 

It was three years later when the church was struck by light- 


ning and completely destroyed. Pastor Cesander was not at home_ 


at the time. Nevertheless, under lay leadership, the members 
met the next day, October 10, 1913, and began making plans for 
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The congregation remained vacant for only a short time. Pastor 
M. W. Gustafson was called and came in the fall of 1916. At his 
reception, the congregation presented him with a new car. 

Pastor Gustafson was very much interested in music. Since 
most of the young people lived or stayed near home, it was pos- 
sible to have an active choir. With some outside help, the choir 
gave an annual concert for several years. 

But it was not all singing. In 1917 our nation entered World 
War I. Many of our boys were called into the armed services. 
Fortunately, all returned safely after the War. Two died later, 


one accidentally, and the other from causes attributed to his war 
service. 


Congregation Celebrates Fortieth Anniversary 


On May 4 and 5, 1918, the congregation observed its Fortieth 
anniversary. Former Pastors Randahl, Cesander and Lindsten 
were present and took part in the program. At this anniversary 
a Swedish poem was written by Pastor Lindsten, entitled, “Ett 
Fyrtioarsminne.”’ Copies were made and given to the members 
of the congregation. 

The congregation was at that time out of debt. Its member- 
ship had increased to 285 adults and 105 children. Eleven charter 
members were still living. 

The observance closed with a cantata on Sunday afternoon. It 
was Professor Lagerstrom’s cantata based on the Sixty-third 
Psalm, directed by Dr. M. N. Lundquist. 

Both the Sioux Falls congregation and the Benton congregation 
had increased in membership to the point where each felt it could 
support its own pastor. On May 5, 1921, therefore, Benton voted 
to dissolve its connection with the Sioux Falls congregation. Pas- 
tor M. W. Gustafson was called to Benton. 

At a special meeting of the congregation on August 31, 1921, 
it was decided to purchase the home of Ned Hanson. It was prac- 
tically a new home. The Trustees were authorized to buy the 
property at a cost of $7,250. In checking the deed issued when 
the parsonage was bought, we find it dated January 9, 1922. 

Pastor Gustafson accepted the call to Benton and moved to 
Crooks the first part of September 1921. For a period he and 
his family lived in a home rented from the Lumber Company. 
Later they moved into. the parsonage that had been purchased 
by the congregation. : 

On October 15, 1922, Pastor Gustafson moved to Madrid, Iowa. 
During his pastorate, he confirmed three classes at Benton. These 
comprised 36 boys and girls. He also confirmed two adults. 

In September of 1922, Pastor G. E. Lindsten was called and 
accepted. After an absence of sixteen years, he took up his work, 
preaching his first sermon on the First Sunday in Advent, De- 
cember 3, 1922. At a reception held shortly after his arrival 
from Cumberland, Wisconsin, he also was presented with a new 
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PASTOR M. W. GUSTAFSON PASTOR A. W. KNOCK | 
Kirkland, Illinois Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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PASTOR ARMOUR EDEERG PASTOR O. PHILIP JOHNSON 
Anoka, Minnesota Avoka, Minnesota 
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Paul Melin of St. Peter, Minnesota, Samuel Johnson of Assaria, 
Kansas, Nels Lindau of Salem and J. H. Myrwang of the Nidaros 
parish were also present. Only two of the charter members of 
the congregation were still living at that time. They were: Mrs. 
Lars Benson and James P. Johnson of Sioux Falls. 

Pastor Edberg left the parish for Anoka, Minnesota on March 
21, 1944. He confirmed three classes of thirty-five boys and girls 
and four adults. 


Sons and Daughters of Benton Called to War 


During Pastor Edberg’s pastorate, the United States entered 
upon the second World War. On December 7, 1941, the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor, and this touched off a war which threw 
the entire world into bloody combat. Young men and women 
from Benton were called into the armed forces. Others enlisted. 
Wendell Hanson was found missing in action, Stanley Johnson 
became sick and died while overseas and Harland Johnson died 
in an airplane accident shortly after the war. 

Pastor A. W. Knock of the Lutheran Bible Institute in Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, was called as pastor in the fall of 1944. He 
had been called once before in 1916, but at that time had de- 
clined the call. This time he accepted. During his brief pastorate, 
he confirmed two classes totalling 25 boys and girls and one adult. 

During a two year interim, Pastor O. Philip Johnson, a son 
of the congregation, served as pastor. He confirmed one class of 
eight boys and girls. He received forty adults and twenty chil- 
dren into the congregation. When he left for the Avoca and 
Dundee parish in Minnesota, the congregation had reached an all 
time peak of three hundred and seven communicant members. 


Present Pastor Begins Ministry 


In February of 1948, an invitation was extended to Pastor 
Carl H. Gronquist of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to visit the con- 
gregation. On February 12, 1948 the congregation met and ex- 
tended. a call to Pastor Gronquist. This call he accepted and 
arrived here with his family on July 1, 1948. 

At its annual meeting on January 13, 1948, the congregation 
voted to assume the sponsorship of a missionary. The first of- 
fering for this project was received at the Easter service in 1948, 
and amounted to $1,054.25. Names of several missionaries had 
been suggestéd by the Foreign Mission office. On July 2, 1948, 
the committee met at the church, and it was decided to select 
Pastor Ruben A. Pedersen and his family as our missionary. For 
the past five years, two offerings have been authorized for the 
sponsorship of our missionary. One has been taken each Easter 
Sunday, and the other at the Fall Missionary Festival. To date, 


the members of Benton have contributed almost $10,000 to Pastor 
Pedersen’s support. 
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car. He appreciated this gift very much, but in his characteristic 
way once remarked that he spent more time under the car than 
in it. 

Pastor Lindsten saw many changes that had taken place since 
he had left the congregation in 1906. Many familiar faces still 
remained, but many had passed on. Times were difficult with 
crop failures and bank failures. Still the congregation met their 
allocations to Conference and Synod, finished their part in the 
drive then being held for Gustavus Adolphus College and paid 
off some of the debt on the parsonage. 


Fiftieth Anniversary Observed 


At the annual business meeting of the congregation in January 
1928, it was voted to observe the Fiftieth anniversary. Pastor 
Lindsten was assigned the task of preparing a history of the con- 
gregation. With the co-operation and help of several others, the 
book, “After Fifty Years,” was published. The observance was 
held on June 1 and 2, 1928. Former Pastors Cesander and Gus- 
tafson were present as guests. Invitations were also sent the liv- 
ing members of the twenty classes confirmed during the first 
fifty years and to the adult confirmands as well. A Confirmand 
reunion was held, and a member of each class took part in the 
program. The congregation now numbered 242 members. Six of 
the charter members were still living at that time. 

Pastor Lindsten resigned in the summer of 1931 and left in 
August for Funk, Nebraska. During his second pastorate here, 
he confirmed five classes consisting of sixty-six boys and girls 
and ten adults. He was the third to bury a son while here. 
Pastor Lindsten passed away on December 12, 1944 and was 
buried beside his youngest son in the Benton cemetery. 

In 1931, the congregation called G. A. Ostergren as its pastor. 
He came that same fall. The largest class in the history of the 
congregation was confirmed by him on June 24, 1934. It num- 
bered thirty-one members. He also confirmed two other classes, 
making a total of sixty-six members. He left for Crosby, Minne- 
sota, in 1937. Later, he served as a chaplain in the Army during 
World War II. 

Pastor Armour Edberg came to Benton on March 27, 1938 from 
Manhattan, Kansas. Shortly after his arrival, plans were made 
to observe the congregation’s Sixtieth anniversary. This was 
done June 3, 4 and 5, 1938. On that occasion Pastor Edberg was 
also installed by the Conference President, Dr. P. A. Mattson. 
Dr. Mattson’s sermon theme was, “The Function of the Pastor 
in the Christian Church.” He was assisted by the pastors of the 
District. 

Former pastors present at the Sixtieth anniversary observance 
were: Cesander, Gustafson, Lindsten and Ostergren. Dr. J. H. 
Ford of Beaver Valley, Pastors Rudolph Jonson of Sioux Falls, 
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all pastors in the past and present, for what you have done and 
are doing, we say a hearty “thank you.” To the old pioneers 
we say, “Blessed be the memory of the founders of the Benton 
Lutheran Congregation who in a most humble and wonderful 
way laid its foundations seventy-five years ago.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The Sunday School dates back. to the time the children of the 
pioneers learned to read. Since their parents spoke Swedish, 
the children naturally began by learning to read in that language. 
This training began in the home. Later these children began to 
attend the Sunday School. For a long time, Mr. Samuel John- 
son was the superintendent and only teacher. Since 1882 the 
children of the congregation have attended the parochial school 
held every summer for a period of from two to three weeks. 

Today our Sunday School numbers about seventy-two chil- 
dren. We have a cradle roll of about 19. 

Basically, the Sunday School is divided into four departments. 
The preschool children are in the Beginners Department. The 
others are divided as to age into the Primary, Junior and Inter- 
mediate Departments. Because of the increase in the number of 
children in recent years, it has become necessary for the children 
to meet both in the Sanctuary and the basement of the church. 
Curtains have been used to divide the basement for class work. 

The teaching staff consists of twelve regular teachers and five 
substitute teachers. At present, Mrs. Earl Spokely is the Super- 
intendent and Miss Gerda Holmstrom the Assistant Superin- 
tendent. Mrs. Harold Eklund has charge of the Beginners and 
Mrs. Conrad Christopherson the Primary group. The Superin- 


tendent and her assistants have charge of the Junior and Inter- 
mediate departments. — 


LUTHER LEAGUE 


As the congregation grew, it became evident that some or- 
ganization for the young folks was needed. It was a topic of 
discussion over a period of years. On February 7, 1902, under 
the leadership of Pastor Lindsten, the youth of our congregation 
met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Swenson for the pur- 
pose of organizing a Young Peoples’ Society. Anna Johnson 
Thompson was elected the first secretary and Jarda Johnson 
the first treasurer. Since there was no suitable place to meet at 
the church, they met at the various homes. : 

The programs during these first years consisted mainly in the 
singing of hymns, Scripture reading and prayer. This was gen- 
erally followed by a luncheon and social hour. It will long be 
remembered how each meeting was closed by singing the follow- 
ing hymn from the Hemlandssangbok: 


a 


14 Seventy-fifth Anniversary 


Pastor Pedersen visited our congregation shortly after his 
arrival home for his year of furlough. Pastor Edberg was to 
have been with us for our spring Bible study week. Due to ill- 
ness he could not come. Pastor Pedersen was with us for three 
evenings instead. He also was our speaker at our Fall Mission 
Festival in 1951. He visited us for the third time just before his 
return to the field in the summer of 1952. Just a month or so 
before he and his family were to leave Africa for home, his wife 
passed away. About a year later, he married Miss Helen Keister, 
a nurse on the African field. She, together with Pastor Pedersen 
and two of his three daughters were with us on this last visit. 
At that time, the old silver communion set given by the confir- 
mation class of 1892 was presented to Pastor and Mrs. Pedersen 
for some congregation in Africa. Since then we have received 
the account and picture of the presentation to the native pastor 
and deacon of the Isanzu congregation. : 

Shortly after Pastor Gronquist’s arrival, the congregation ob- 
served its Seventieth anniversary. Pastors Gustafson, Edberg and 
Knock were our guests. The observance began with a service 
Saturday evening, September 18, 1948, and closed with the in- 
stallation service, Sunday evening, September 19. A set of 
candlesticks was given by the eight living members of Pastor 
Franzen’s confirmation class of 1897. These were also dedicated 
on this occasion. 

Again our nation was in the throes of war. More of our boys 
and girls were called into the armed services. Some had been 
in before and were called back to service for the second time. 
Four have thus far served overseas in Korea. One, Robert Erick- 
son, was killed in action. His body was brought back and buried 
in the church cemetery. In his memory, the Luther League pur- 
chased five new hymnals for the church. 

To date, three classes have been confirmed by our present pas- 
tor, consisting of fourteen girls and boys. Five’ adults have also 
been confirmed by him. On June 20, 1953, our congregation 
numbered 302 adults, 72 Sunday school children and 19 on the 
cradle roll, a total of 393 baptized members. 

During the seventy-five years of our congregation, 427 boys 
and girls have been confirmed in 31 classes. Twenty-three adults 
have also been received through confirmation. 


So ends our history of the first seventy-five years. It causes 
us to look back in gratitude to God for the unselfish labors of 
those who pioneered and those who continued the work down 
through the years. Somewhere we read, “An ungrateful heart is 
the heaviest burden this earth does bear.” A precious heritage 
was left to us. If it is worth having, it is worth working and 
sacrificing for. 

To all who have come from east and west, north and south to 
share with us these blessings, we extend a hearty welcome. To 
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activities. It was felt that this group could become a wonderful 
agency for education and stimulation for the entire congregation. 

At first the group had no organization or officers. Later offi- 
cers were elected and a definite organization was set up. The 
programs have varied. Annually this group has sponsored a 
family Christmas party. Together with their other social activi- 
ties, they have provided an opportunity for the young married 
folks to come to the church together for at least one organiza- 
tional meeting. 

They have completed at least one major project. By their ef- 
forts, a Mother’s Room has been made in the balcony of the 
church, equipped with cribs and chairs for the convenience of 
both mothers and infants. 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


On September 27, 1918, during the pastorate of Pastor Gustaf- 
son, the Women’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society was 
organized. The meeting was held in conjunction with the Ladies’ 
Aid at the home of Mrs. J. L. Johnson. Mrs. M. W. Gustafson 
was elected president, and Miss Ida M. Johnson, secretary. 
Nearly all of the members of the Ladies’ Aid became members 
of the Missionary Society at this meeting, a total of forty-nine. 
For many years, they held their meeting together with the Aid. 

The treasurers report showed an income and disbursements of 
$369.25 for the first year. 

In 1919 a children’s or Junior Missionary Society was or- 
ganized. At first they did not hold any regular meetings. More 
recently they have tried to meet once a month. In 1920, Mrs. 
Hildur Johnson, was elected their first adult leader. By .1931 
they had thirteen life members. 

The W. M. S. has been active in promoting missions through- 
out the entire congregation. At present they meet as a separate 
organization once a month, using the regular program materials 
from their headquarters. 

Mrs. O. J. Nielson is President, Mrs. J. A. Sandberg is Vice- 


President, Mrs. Eldon Johnson is Secretary and Mrs. Earl Spokely 
is the treasurer. 


LADIES’ AID 
Shortly before Pastor Randahl left for his new charge, a Ladies’ 
Sewing Society was organized. This meeting was in connection 


with a Lenten service in the early part of March 1890. Fourteen 
members joined at that time. They were: 


Mrs. Samuel Johnson Mrs. J. P. Johnson 
Mrs. Nels Anderson Mrs. Nils Pearson 
Mrs. Anders Johnson Mrs. Lars P. Anderson 


Mrs. Lars Person Mrs. Lars Benson 
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“Bred din hulda vingar 

O Jesus Over mig 

_O lat mig dar fa hvila 

I ve och val hos dig.” 
It might be translated thus: 

“Spread out thy wings of mercy 
O Jesus over me 

And let me rest securely 

In woe and weal with thee.” 


In 1914, after much discussion, the society met and adopted a 
constitution. The name was then changed to “Luther League.” 

Down through the years, the League had sponsored many and 
various worth-while projects both within the congregation and 
the church at large. It was the League that bought and had the 
organ installed in the old church. In 1914 they bought and had 
the organ installed in the new church. They also paid for the 
hardwood flooring in the basement of the church. They bought 
the Delco Electric Plant that was installed in the church in 1922. 
Recently the League furnished a room in the Bethany Lutheran 
Home for the Aged in Sioux Falls. They have given liberally 
from their treasury toward the support of our missionary pastor. 
With the generous help of the congregation, they have helped 
send representatives of the League to Bible Camp, Conference 
Leadership Training Schools and the bi-annual Youth Conven- 
tions of the church. 

It has been traditional with the League to go carolling at Christ- 
mas time. Another tradition coming from the old country is the 
young folks annual egg sing on the eve of May 1. Though most 
of them do not know what they are singing, the Song with the 
multiple number of verses usually gets a generous response. The 
idea is to get eggs which in turn they sell. If there are no eggs 
to be had, then the idea is to reward them with a cash con- 
tribution. 

From the time of the organization of the District Luther 
League in 1905, the local group has taken active interest in this 
work as well. At its first meeting in Dalesburg, South Dakota, 
Miss Clara Johnson (Haugen), was elected as the first secretary. 
Since then, Benton has always contributed leadership in the 
District group. 


YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES 


In the fall of 1948, shortly after Pastor Gronquist arrived, an 
organization for the young married couples of our congregation 
was started. This was recognized as the group whose interests 
covered more generally the entire life of the congregation. The 
family group is by its very nature involved in every activity 
of the church, the Sunday School, the Luther League, the adult 
organizations, the administration of the church, and all other 
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semane” by Dr. Grafstrom. The Ladies’ Aid gave the large 
colored window of “The Good Shepherd,” when the new church 
was built. . 

For about twelve years the younger women of the congrega- 
tion were a part of the Ladies’ Aid. When the Luther League 
was organized, most of these young folks transferred their ac- 
tivity to that group. So the Aid was sort of the mother for that 
organization too. 

Devotions have been a basic part of the programs of the Aid 
through the years. Often in the days when services were irregu- 
lar, a short sermon was a part of the programs. 

The Aid has not only contributed to their own social enjoy- 
ment, but to that of the congregation’s as well. Though they meet 
only six times a year, the members are frequently called on to 
prepare and serve luncheons and meals at the various social 
gatherings of the other groups and the congregation. 

Thus this group has worked for the spiritual and social pro- 
gram of the congregation, community and church at large, and 
many blessings have come from the willingness of the ladies to 
serve in almost any and all circumstances. 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


Under the leadership of Pastor Lindsten, an organization for 
the men of the congregation was organized in 1928. Its first 
president was J. M. Thorson, and John Nielson its first Secre- 
tary. Though most of the time a small group, it has continued 
its work for many years now. 

It too has sponsored several important projects in the local 
church, principally perhaps, the installation of the furnace in the 
present church back in 1941. Its meetings have been basically 
devotional. Bible study, discussions of the various phases of the 
church’s work and topics of general interest have been presented 
at the monthly meetings. On occasion, the men have tried their 


hand at preparing and serving the meal at Mother and Daughter 
Banquets. 


THE CHOIR 


Benton has always been a singing church. As early as 1887, 
A. G. Olson, a student who taught parochial school, organized 
a choir. They had no musical instruments and very little knowl- 
edge of music, but under his leadership they made their contri- 
bution to the worship life of the congregation. Since that time, 
there has always been a choir, though more active at times than 
at others. At Christmas, Easter and on special occasions they 
have many times worked very hard. On occasion the choir or 
groups from the choir have sung at funerals. 

C. K. Johnson, Carl A. Lofgren, Albert Johnson, Eldon John- 
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Mrs. Olaus Larson Mrs. Nels Hanson 
Mrs. A. S. Johnson Miss Nancy Pearson (Mrs. J. 
Mrs. Carl Johnson P. Nelson) 


Mrs. Ben Johnson 


The officers elected were: Mrs. J. P. Johnson, President, Miss 
Nancy Pearson, Vice-President and Mrs. Lars Person, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

At first each member was asked to contribute twenty-five cents 
for the purchase of materials. Useful articles were made from 
these materials and sold. This work continued at each meeting, 
and the money was given to help with the general finances of 
the congregation. 

The first meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Johnson on March 13, 1890. The following were present: Mrs. 
Samuel Johnson and her daughter Delia, Mrs. A. S. Johnson, 
Mrs. Lars Benson, Mrs. Lars Person, Mrs. J. P. Johnson and her 
sister Alma, Mrs. Olaus Larson and her daughter Hilda, Mrs. 
Lars P. Anderson, Jarda A. Johnson and Jarda Anderson. 

The first fall they had an auction with J. E. Pearson their 
auctioneer. From this they realized $114, which was later used 
to purchase the pews for the church. 


The following is a list of items sold and bought: 


6: balls of:cottont@y Senn. wee an: ee $ .30 
Pispool: Or. COMOM Lea... yo aceasta aan ioe 05 
2splashersr a, sets et oe) ame > eee. eae 40 
5 ydsi'gingivain (OeTe.. aa ace ee ae we 
O.skeins vene silk, oo. i. Cee le ae 20 
13°ydsit shirtingisee. 205 2. Scat ee eee 1.63 
1 dzSbuttOns foe ae oe csc edn Se 12 

Otel see tee oc. oe ere, ee $3.05 


From the Midsummer picnic in 1895 we have the following 
account: 


10 ‘dz. lemons’ v.52. weed ae. eee $2.50 
25 Ibs peanuts ig: cee ee eee 2.00 
sugar el. 2s gh yo Pee ee oe eee 2.00 
Vanilla <..5 chem osane cee un oe 10 
$6.60 


For some time, the organization was known as the Dorcas So- 
ciety. Later it adopted the present name. 

Its activities have also been many and varied. Before the 
W. M. S. was organized, missions were stressed by the Ladies’ 
Aid. For the most part, however, this organization has worked 
on various projects in the local church. Among these are the bell 
mentioned previously, and the altar painting, “Christ in Geth- 
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Greetings from Africa 
To the Pastor, Members and Friends of Benton: 


“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your 
habitations be stretched out; hold not back, lengthen your cords 
and strengthen your stakes.” Isaiah 54: 2. 


es OW empty was my life before the Lord came in to set up 

His reign and give me some purpose for living,” said an 
African Christian to me one day. And he went on to say, “Before 
I was building only for this life and my domain (tent) was very 
small .. . now I’ve spread the borders of my tent, it includes 
a part of eternity.” 

We should like this simple but meaningful testimony from a 
poor and illiterate African brother in Christ to serve as our 
greeting to you all as your Benton Lutheran congregation reaches 
another milestone in her life of fellowship and service. We are 
confident that He, who when He saw the multitudes as scattered 


PRESENTATION OF OUR OLD COMMUNION SET TO OUR MISSIONARY PASTOR 
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son, Mrs. Gordon Ustrud and Mrs. Leonard Johnson have di- 
rected the choir for longer or shorter periods. A Junior Choir 
has also provided music on various occasions. 

In this connection, it might be well at this point to mention 
those who have served as organists in our congregation. It has 
already been mentioned that Mr. C. K. Johnson was our first 
organist. Since then, Jarda Johnson Knutson and Hattie Lifto 
served for a number of years. Others who served are: Mrs. 
Albert Johnson, Mrs. Albert Sandberg, Mrs. Ebba Burk and our 
present organist, Mrs. Gordon Ustrud. Mrs. Ebba Burk served 
faithfully for over forty years. 

Around the year 1900, a men’s choir, “Unga Svea,” was or- 
ganized and was active for several years. They sang at many 
church services, functions and community affairs. 

With our youth scattered far and wide, the choir has become 
more or less inactive. The armed services, school and their work 
takes them out of the community, and makes rehearsals and 
singing almost impossible. At present another Junior Choir has 
been organized, and we hope that it will grow and develop so 
that we may again hear our youth especially at our worship 
services. 


BETHANY AUXILIARY 


On October 5, 1950, ground was broken for the Bethany Lu- 
theran Home for the Aged. For a long time the need had been 
felt for such a Home in our District. Much work and planning 
had gone into this project. Early in this planning, a District 
Bethany Home Auxiliary was organized among the women. 
Later local groups were organized in the congregations of the 
District. Our local group was organized on June 27, 1951. 

Once a month this group of ladies meets in the interest of 
the Home. On numerous occasions the ladies have helped with 
much of the work during the building of the first unit of the 
Home. Recently they have cleaned, scrubbed and painted the 
new wing of the Home. They have sewed and done many other 
things in order to make this a comfortable and cheerful home 
for the aged. 

The Benton group sponsored one of the larger projects too, 
the purchase of a large refrigerator for the kitchen at the Home. 
At present they are following the lead of the Luther League 
and are raising funds to furnish one of the rooms of the new 
wing. 

Benton has also been well represented on the regular staff 
of the Home as well. Miss Amelia Anderson has been the 
Matron at:the Home for some time. Mrs. Ebba Burk has been 
the Cook. Mrs. Ames Nelson (Edla Larson) is also one of the 
workers. Others have worked at the Home for longer or shorter 
periods and on a part-time basis. 


Nn 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 16: 
10:00 a.m—Sunday School and Bible Classes. 


11:00 am.—Morning Worship. 
Text: Matthew 21: 28-32 
Theme: “Think, Repent and Believe” 
Preacher: Pastor M. W. Gustafson 
3:00 p.m.—Confirmand Reunion. 
| Text: Amos 4:12 
| Theme: “Prepare To Meet Thy God” 
Speaker: Pastor Armour Edberg 


MONDAY, AUGUST 17: 
8:00 p.m.—Parish Evangelism Service. 
Text: John 4:35 
Theme: “Lift Up Your Eyes” 
Speaker: Pastor William E. Berg 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 18: 
2:00 p.m.—Bible Study. 
Book: Ephesians 
Theme: “The Church—Chosen in Christ” 
| Teacher: Pastor A. W. Knock 


| 8:00 p.m.—Home Mission Service. 
Text: 2 Chronicles 7:14 


Theme: “If America Is To Be Won For Christ” 
Speaker: Pastor Berg 


| WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19: 
2:00 p.m.—Bible Study. 
| Theme: “The Church—Its Past and Its Present” 
| Teacher: Pastor Knock 
} 


8:00 p.m.—Foreign Mission Service. 
Text: Matthew 28: 19-20 
Theme: “Go Ye, Therefore” 
| Speaker: Pastor Berg 
| 
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and shepherdless sheep, asked the disciples to pray the Lord of 
the Harvest to send laborers in to the field, and then sent His 
disciples themselves forth, He, we believe, has through His word 
spoken to Benton about the Harvest—the Harvest at home where 
you “lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes’”—and then 
out, out to even this far-flung sector of the Church’s battle-line 
where you have “enlarged the place of your tent” and “let the 
curtains of your habitations be stretched out.” 


Our Lord Himself refused (Luke 4: 42-43) to become a circum- 
scribed and localized doctor of a few people’s ills! He was the 
world’s physician! His Word leaps all boundaries—it is too 
PO hit to be buried or confined! It is for all people—for all 
of life! 

And thus it is that you who share the blessings of that Word 
with those out here, are yourselves co-workers with us—and 
with the Lord of the Harvest. 


Let us not be weary! There is no furlough in this warfare! 
God bless you and keep you! 


Sincerely, 
THE R. A. PEDERSENS. 


COMMUNION SET BEING PRESENTED TO NATIVE AFRICAN 
PASTOR AND DEACON 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 20: 

10:00 a.m.—Swedish Worship Service. 
Text: 1 Timothy 1:5-17 
Theme: “Herrens Overflodande Nad” 
Preacher: Pastor Gustafson 


2:00 p.m.—Bible Study. 
Theme: “The Church—Its Mystery” 
Teacher: Pastor Knock 


8:00 p.m.—Christian Education. 
Theme: “Torches of Truth” 
Speaker: Pastor Arnold E. Carlson 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 21: 
2:00 p.m.—Bible Study. 
Theme: “The Church—Its Conduct in the World” 
Teacher: Pastor Knock 


6:30 p.m.—Family Night with Supper at the Church. 


8:00 p.m.—Service. 
Speaker: Pastor Leonard Kendall 
Vice-President of the 
Minnesota Conference 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 23: 
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School and Bible Classes. 


11:00 asm.—Holy Communion. 
Text: Hebrews 12:1-3 
Theme: “Looking Unto Jesus” 
Preacher: Pastor O. Philip Johnson 
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